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NEWS FROM WASHINGTON.

[CUNTlNtTlQ) FROM FIRST PAGE.)
trc now off Liverpool Point, a few mile* ebovw Aquia
creek.
8HKATOR BIKKIK'S FORTHCOMING BTRHCH ON THB

TRENT AFFAIR.

Senator Sumner has the floor m the Senate for Thursday
next at one o'clock. Hia speech will be chiefly upon the
condition of our foreign relations. He will probably approvethe line of policy pursued by Mr. Seward. As
chairman of the Senate Committee en Foreign Relations,
Mr. Suiuoer has peculiar facilities for information, which
are greatly enhanced by his intimate and extensive
acquaintance with leading European statesmen

This speech is loekud to with great interest.
ARRIVAL OF A REBEL DESERTER.

a ugwrHT iruui iuc icuri army wv apcu iruiu urar >uu

Occoquan yesterday, and succeeded m getting safely
within the lines of General HemUeman's division. His
clothing was Very shabby, except his ovecout, which was

new. llo was originally from Maine, and being a

Northern man was closely watched, having been kept
most of the tune in one of the hospitals as an assistant.
Ho procured a horse, however, and escaped.

ARREST OF A SCkPIOIOCS PERSON.

Yesterday a Virginia farmer named Richard Lacy, who
is suspected of having given aid and comlort to the

enemy, came inside the lines of General Heiutzeiman's
division near the Quaker church, in the vicinity of

Accotmk, with the ostensible purpose of hauling wood to

ship from Page creek. Both he and a river captain, who
accompaniod hun, were »out to the Provost Marshal, at

Alexandria.
Horn MOUNTED REBELS CAPTURED.

The pickets of the Thirty-eighth New York regiment>
Colonel Ward, who went on outpost duty yesterday, capturedfour mounted rebels, with their arms and equipments.It is believed that they belonged to Coloue'
Stewart's Virginia cavalry, regiment.

NIGHT ALAltM IN THE IRISH BRIGADE.
About eleven o'clock last night a number of shots

were fired from the wco«Is on the pickets of the Sixty"
nirth regiment, Irish Brigade, Colonel N g»nt commanding,beyond EdsaU's Hill. Several more wi re fired by th°
rebels during tho night.twenty.live in all.but no

damage was done to any one on our side. Lieutenant
Colonel Kelly had his reserve under arms immediately
and without causing a general alarm, but the darkness of
the night prevented his capturing any of the rebels.

SUICIDE OF A SOLDIER.
George Booth,private inComi^ny A, Eighteenth Massa

shooting himself through the heart with his musket. He
haa t een in ill health ami despondent for some time. He
came from Bedford, Mass., where he leaves a wife and
three children. This is the lirst suicide that has occurred
in our army.
gkn. lane's war policy not endorsed by t1ie president.
The statement that the Pres dent cordially endorses

the position of General lane, with reference to the conductof the war, ts without foundation. The policy proposedby General lane is totally at variance with that
announced by tho President, and intended to be unswervinglyadhered to by the administration.

deaths in the army.
The following deaths of soldiers are reported:.
Jno. C. Richardson, Company G. Wm. J. Leary, Com

pany p; J. a. Howling and Wm. h. Pineo, Company CEleventhMaine Volunteers.
Christian Stribenranch,Company I. Ninety eighth Pennsylvania.
Morris B. Benna and Bishop Wood, Company C, First

Berdan's Sharpshooters.
Andrew J. Newman, Company C; Wm. A. Withington,

Comp'iny F; Nelson D. Leslie and Jno. 0. Hunt, Company
B, Second Berdan's Sharpshooters.
Thos. Clark, Company C, Third United States artillery.
Archibald Famou, Oneida cavairy.
EMridgc Herrick, Com ..'any 0. Rochester (N. Y) rejimem.
Corporal fm. 8. Rinehart, Company I, Eighth ronusylvaniaFt-servc. Corps.
Private Bennett,Company K, Twentyfourth New York.
Peter Falk, Company K,Fifty-eighth New York.
Wm. Cummings, Company C, Fourth Michigan.
Benj. Covert. Company K, Eighty-ninth New York.
J. D. Brown, Company II,Seveuth New York cavalry.
Jno. Hllbnrn, Company C, 104th Pennsylvania.
Jno. Babcock, Company K, Sixtvtirst New York.
Jaoiee Meade, Company I, Second Cnited States in'entry.
Charles F. Burnett, Company 0,Twenty-third Pennsylvania.
Levi Welt, Comianv G. Third Vermont.
George A. Humphrey, Company F, Ninth New York

cavalry.
Wm. Leach, Company H,Fifty-ninth New York.

PSIPONEH? SENT LP FKOS1 GEN. HOOKER'S DIVISION.
On-ptain Klehl, of the Reindeer, brought up this aftrr

soon tw rebel prisoners from General Il< oker's division
ale> twenty-two four bushel bags of Iniiu rubber over

coats, besides several sacks of undershirts and a large
quantity of quinine. The prisoners wore raptured while
attempting to convey these stores from the Maryland to
toe v irginia snore.

EANITA BY CONDITION OF THE VERMONT TROOP?.
The Inspector of the Sanitary Commission, who haB

recently visit'd the Vermont reg.rnents on the Potomac,
notes a great improvement in the general health of the
regiment*, attributable to improvements adopted in the
location of their encampments

THE ARMY.

Adjutant John McQuade, of the Fourteenth New York
Volunteers, was to-day ap-rinted an Aid-deCamp on the
stall<>r General Fiti John Porter, rice Lieutenant McQues"
tin. S«'oi d dragoons, recently premoteu and ordered to
hi* regiment.

MILITARY CONTRACT? FOR HORSES.
An official communication in response to a resolution of

the House was to-day transmitted to that body by the

Secretary of "far, covering the reports from the Quartermastera department, by which it appears that George
Ranmdell, of Pennsylvania, has been awarded the eon

tract for feeding five hundred arid twonty-fire disabled
horsea during tho winter, and Charles Chouteau for
seventy-one. It appears that the contract system thus
far has failed entirely. Adt ertisemenus for bids for almosteverything required have been made, hut not in a

Single instance have the lowest bidders come forward
and closed their contracts. Of tho horses placed ou

Ch< mean's farm at thirty Ave cents per head i>er diem,
only about thirty-five of them have become serviceable
The remu.ader are not considered worth keeping.

THE CARE OF COLONEL KERRIGAN.

Judge Hearne, one of the connect for Colonel Kerrigan,
emphatically ocntradlcte the report that < vide e ha*1
bean el.c,led oci the trial oatabiiahing without doubt the

charge of bia having given information to the enemy, and
farther that the evident*) for tho prosecution has not yet
been cioeetl. The paragraph transmitted yetterday waa

baaed on what war considered at the time reliable Information.
a branch mint at mew torx.thv nritttowx

affair.
Renreaenlative Ward to-day gave notice of hie intentionto into dnce a bill to establish a coinage department

m the Aaaay nftlce at New York.
He also presented the memorial of the cltlrene of Grey

town for the appoint meat of commissioners to Inquire
Into the Jurisdiction of the author,ties of Gieytown over
Pnnta Arenas, to aroertam the value of the properly deatreyedby the bombardment of that t wn

TKflt'BI.B AMONG THK ARMY -trrarONH.
It la said tlmt the introduction of the homeopathic

practice fT medicine has raiaod nomewhat of a remmolionamong many of the regular surgeons in tho army.
thk rem ah tribes.

Commissioner JV>1<» will goon h ave for the Wert on burlnoesof in finance connected with the 'ndtan tribes.

thr first mit.itary RYFi'tTIOH IH washtsotoh.
A soldier waa executed in this city to day, upon sentence'if a con t martial, it being the first example of tbe

kind since Washington waa placed under martial law.
Mi hael I.nnahan was hnnr fhr the crimo of shooting Sergeanttirennan In Georgetown, Oci. 28.1M1. The erecotwmvAs conducted by tbo Provost Marshal, Brigadier
Saner*. '.ndr-w Porter, In tie quietest manner poeeible.
Ua.atien had for some time entertained a »;rudgo against
ferk,'1 i.' l'-- r,nsnf and when the homicide eerurred he
*" " if by thePergeant for being absent fr'm
1m peat at guard nr .ruling. Lttalum replied to the Pergrmt,rt<jIy, «td v h»n Brennati turned quickly,

a»k--l t.I it lie .id, J . "than levelled li.s musketand fired, killing tbc Serf int Instantly. The culpritwas tried by court martial, end sentenced to be
li.ng. Major Cf'tiernl McOlellnn upon a careful review of
the record, which disclosed facia that would hove conWlcterlhim of rmrder in the Bret degree before any Impetflaljery,'goodthe death warrant, flrennan wae an

offl ,er much r* ix'cted, and his murder was the subject
of much comment at the flrne.
Thtsr emiof, at ten o clock, Lauahan nnj taken from

lb*. -a

N
J be central guard bouse, and, accompanied by bis spiritualadviser, Father Walter, of St. Patricks church,
placed in a carriage, guarded by a file of regulars, conveyedby way of Ninth street to Pennsylvania avenue,
and thence to Franklin square. Lanahun was drest-ed in

his regular uniform, and, with the exception ot an unnaturalpaleness, looked as usual. He was short in

suture,and darkcomplexloned.
At eleven o'clock an escort, composed of Ave detachmentsfrom regiments of United Statee infantry, took

'he prisoner through Fourteenth street and Vermont

avenue to the place of execution, a vacant space between

O and P streets. Hero was a gallows, which had been
erected during the morning, and around this the troop8
were ranged in a hollow square. The prisoner was taken
from the carriage at a quarter past eleven o'clock, and,
with a single armed guard, approached the scaffold, accompaniedby Father Walter He mounted the scaffold
with a firm step, and looked around upon the soldiery
mohont etiifhintr CMinrtl Hevereaiix. Assistant Ad

Jutant General,read in a clear voica the order Tor (he

execution, to which the prisoner calmly listened, occa

tonally looking around for the last time at his comrades
upon the field. Three or four hundred spectators only
had gathered aiound the military to witness the impres.
sive spectacle.
The troops were brought to a parade rest, and the prisonerrequested that his arms, winch had been pinioned

behind him, might be loosened, as be desired to meet his
fate like a man. The request was complied with, and
Father Waiter put on his sacerdotal robes, and knelt for
a few minutes to olfer up the last petition for him who
was soon to expiate his crime. Lanahan looked around
when the priest had concluded his prryer.aad said, in a

cheerful and audiblo voice, as ho locked around
upon the military cordon, "Good bye, soldiers, good
bye."' Tho black cap was drawn over his face, and ho

stopped firmly upou the tiap, where ha placed himself
in the positiou of the soldier, with his arms by his side.
All things being ready, Corporal Brown, at ba'f past
eleven o'clock, placed his foot upon the spring, and Lariahanwho had not been unnerved for an instant, fell, and
his life was over.

There were a few muscular contract! rs of the body,
but the spinal cord was broken, and in a few minutes
the surgeons examined the body, and pronounced life
extinct. The corpse was placed in an army wagon,and
conveyed by comrades of the deceased to the Catholic
Cemetery for burial.
Within half an hour after tho execution the scaffold

was removed, and persons lit ing a square distant hardly
knew that such an affair had taken place in their neighborhood.
The general order for the execution of Lanahan, which

recites the history of the case, concludes as follows
The Major General Commanding confirms tlio proceeding*f the Court Martial in the case of private Michael

l anahan. It appears from the testimony that Sergeant
hronaan, the deceased, was sergeant of tho guard a'
Ge rgetown, D. C.. on the 20th of October last. The prl
soner was a private of the guard, and on the first relief.
When the hour came for posting that relief, jAnr.iian
was not at the guardhouse. As Sergeant Brenuun
wax about postirg another nr.n in the place
of Lanahan. the lntier came to the guardhouse.The Sergeant, turned sharply towards him, told
him he was never in place when wanted, slapped him.
ami told him to get his gun and go on port. Lauah .n got
his gun. and took his place on post. Sergeant Bretinan
bad previously given lannhau a halt hour of extra guard
duty. A very few minutes afterwards, as Brennan was
parsing by his pout, the aicoused tired and killed loin.
The proof i« clear that he did this in satisfaction of the
grudge he here towards the deceased, not only for the
blow given hint at the guard house, a tew minutes
before, but for old scores, which he mentioned in his
s'atement to the Court. It is very reprehensible for a
commissioned or non-commissioned officer to strike a

soldier, except when it is absolutely necessary to
repress disorder It le never allowable as a pun
isliment for an offence. But for a soldier, because
of being struck, to shoot his immediate superior, is at
war with very principle of military subordiunt.on. It
v as ui evidence that it whs not customary for sentinels
at Georgetown to have their arms loaded. The prisoner
mut t have loaded liis musket for the purpose of carrying
o- t hie vindictive design against bis sergeant. Tli homi
c de in this case seems to la kfr.ono of the teaturcs which
distinguish murder fr- ni simple manslaughter. Priv.ita
Michael Lai.aban, of Company A, fermd rcgmieul of
t'nited States infantry will, in pursuance of the sentence
of the Court martial, be hanged by the neck until he he
dead,on Monday, the 6th day of January. 1863,at such
tune and place within the limits of this district as the
Provost Marshal of Washington and Georgetown may
direct.

LKVKK AT TUF. WHITE HOUSE.
There is to be a levee at ths White House to mcrrow

evening.
WOOD FOB THE ARMY.

A most lively business in low being carried on in sup.
plying wood for the army. All along tbo Chesapeake and
Ohio Canal, as far up as Cumberland on the Vary laud and
Virginia shore, wood choppers are cutting wood and shippingit by canal to this city. As each regiment iB allowed
two hundred and Bfty cords for Its winter consumption,
the entire amount required is immense, involving a total
cost of a million of money. The government now pays
four dollars a cord for wood on the ground.

PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS.
THIRTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS.

T1BLST KEKHION.

Senate.
Wasnixcio*, Jan. 0,1882.

TUB Itrw SENATOR SKOM OREO 'S.iTiiRdRS aSRCTMO HIS
LOYALTV.

Mr. Na-Jtrnt. (opp.) of Oregon, presented the credentials
of Hon Benjamin Stark, who was appointed Senator to

fill the vacancy caused by the death of Senator baker.
Mr FR*SRjiDE>'. (rep.) of Me..moved that the administrationof the oath be suspended for the present, and the

credentials of Mr. Stark, together with certain papers
which he held in his (Mr. Fessenden's) hand, be referred to

the Judiciary Committee. The papers w ere well atteaied
by many of the most respectable inhabitants of Portland.
Oregon. Tha papers state that Mr. Stark understood to be
an open and avowed sece.riou.&t. that Lie defends the course
of the ^uth. and had given utterance to statements at
war with the government, such as approving of tho attackon F' rt Simfer.aud declaring that in tho mm* of
\w.r ne would M il nis properly and gosoutii and iinut (or
the rebel?. He (Mr. Fe sendon) hod examined the papers
with deliberation, uud theretsre made tbe motion.
Mr. (opp.) of lud . aai-1 that there was no pre

cedent for such u in. tl' n. He never knew of « case where
a Senator had b en retu-od the oo h. He tbo'iKht that
the Senator h:.d bett r be sworn. and thee let tl < Sot ate
take cognizance of the matter properly. Never ha baser
falsehoods been utterod lbail lbus in regard to himself
which had been sent to the scant here. He hnd in lits
pocket a oopy of the Vkw York Hfraj.d, where It was
gt.ited (hat lie Mr. Bright) was a Brigadier General in
the rebel army.

Mr. f ussiest ks said it was trne there was not a precedent;b ;t (he state u tlx.' conntry wns without precedent,
and we U.ul tnw to make precedents. These fiepors in
reference to Mr. Stark wero well attuetorl by his neighborsard townsmen.

Mr. Bsvakii. (opp.) of Del.. thought the rase had better
go over nntri to morrow, that Senators might have time
to look into it.
Mr. Tri not tt, (rep.) of ML. said that the case w..a not

without pr««t d« i.t, and referred to the caee of Mr. Inn
n an of (iennwdfccut, where the credentials were re.erred,.rodarso to the case of Mr. Hi iswoid, of Ohio, where
lire credenwaus were aiso referred.
M-. Srnssft, (rep.) of Ma«s., said tbe case was unprecedentedThere had tieen no precedent a person s

k>}«iljr being questioned m prmk-nung himself for ad
mu-Mon into the Sonata. The Senate Is now examining
the loyalty of certain members.
Mr R*taw> aald that there w»e men in the Senate in

1HU who were npp-eed to the war wtth Great Britain and
with the action of the government. In the tune of the
Burr conspiracy there were raen in the Semite reported
to lie m favor of that conspiracy The eases eitod by the
Senator from illinoia were meroiy qiieationa of authority
to appoint.
Mr Bwiirr said that be supposed that he was referred

to by tlx- seuator from Massachusetts Sumner i. At
any rate, he was in lire category. He Bright) was glad
the senate was examining, aud so far as he was concern

MiTkviR for (i rewuit.
Mr. Labb, (rap. j of Ind., thought that Riifflrient for

thr day WM the evil thereof." When the other cape*
c 'tie up the Senate will he ready to vole. 1U«ro could
he r>n difference of opinion Id regard to the prcetni war
bv any patriot.
The' rwdenlial* of Mr. Stark and the papers handed in

by Mr Kewget.den were then laid on the table tor the
presort.

nrrrrtoaa.
Mr. Wnso*, frrp.) of Muea presented a petllion from

citi/enaof Prr.na. Ivanla that John C. Fremont be apjointeda I >»tenant General.
Mr. WiTxjy also prosent'd ft petition In reference to

( 'Dcrni M Klnslry, representing that lie w.m cuullned in
pricon, closely, in violation of the rules of war.

Me»»ra. fumnrr, Kn<aenden.rollamer, Clarke and liar
r.a presented petitions for ilia < in«ni ijiatlon of the alaveft
under the war power, with comjmniettioD to loyal maat«ia.

Mr. Knro. (rep ) of Y., presented a fmtltltm from the
Mayor and Murine of Rochester nrklt g that the example
ot Vtarhinali i> an<i .iackaon be followed in regard to the
slaves, and that ibey be put Vo worn (or the ffotrrn-
merit.

Mr. Kijm also presented a petition from tho Twentynecontlregain nt of N w York for a remission of tbe duty
on tho arms they had imported.

Mr. cariiui, (L'ulon, ut va.. presented « petition from
cltiaena of Peon*ylv»nia, ftiatlnf that slavery was th»
cause of the urorm.t «i- and praying that no further
agitation of the subject ho tolerated in ivmw.

Till! DnrCJIir TS RKtATTVK TO TT'V TPr\ AM A1P.
A eomm >ni< anon I'rym the Secretary of State wits re

reirad, transmitting llto icireepundence in regard to the
Trent affair.
ob melloti'f Jlr. Sr*rmp, the pnpera were f,r f.

be jirlnted and made the Kjw> al order for thursday n *t.
in* '-oNTi'm. m

M Fotmn, (rep.) «/Oniu from fbdjuaieituy Corn- (

EW YORK HERALD, TUE!
mittee, reported In regard to the Kansas contested Real
case. He said that no new Facia bad bean submitted to
change the former report of the committee that Mr.
Stanton is emitted to the seat.

wno arrounmcracs snrnoro a stole*.
Mr. Wilson offered a resolution asking the Secretary of

War to report by what authority Cyrus Seymour had
been appointed a sutler in the Sickles regiment.
The resolution was adopted.

TAX ON TSLSUHAllflC dbsl'atcueh.
Mr. Coixamtn, (rep.) ofVt., offered a resolution that

the Committee on the rout Office be instructed to inquire
into the expediency of placing a tan on conveying intelligenceby telegraph.
The resolution was agreed to.

exchange or raisomm.
Mr. Davis, (Cniou) of Ky., introduced a joint resolutionthat the President procure an exchange of prisoners

from the privateer Jeff. Davis tor pi isonei s taken from
the army of the United States.
The joint resolusion was adopted.

[kbttommi limns ox tsa aim norm.
Mr. Fk-hem>kn offered a joint resolution authorizing the

Sucretary of the Treasury to ailow goods (coffee and tea)
warehoused before the passage of the recent act to he
withdrawn, with the duty of the former act paid, and the
duties collected on such goods under the late act be
refunded.
The joint resolution was agreed to.

AllOUSItlNO fishing nocvRSB.
Mr. Powell, (opp. ) of Ky., introduced a hill to repeal

all acts granting bounties to Ashing vessels.
NariONAL At.MOBY AT HOCK ISLAND.

The hill to establish a national armory at Rock Island,
111., was taken up.
Mr. Ten Kyck, (rep.) of n. j., moved to postpone'it for

two weeks from to-day.
Motion agreed to.

toe pension mil.
mo niu making appropriations ror pensions in l&oa

was taken up and parsed.
judiciary APSAIRS.

Or motion of Mr. Tri mbull, tho bill in relation to tho
Judicial districts of tho United States, altering the boundariesof certain districts, &c., was taken up, and, alter
some discussion. was pcatpi ned until Monday uext.

TUB PAY OK ARMY OSPl< BUS.
Mr. Wilson introduced a bill to delino and fix the pay

and emolument* of certain officers of the army. Referred.
After an executive session the S nate adjourned.

House of Representatives.
Wamusuton, Jan. 6,1862.

PROPOSED STEAM KIRS Dl.l AKTM KMJ .

On motion of Mr; Drau., (rep.) of N. Y., a resolution
was adopted instructing the C< mmilteo on tho District of
Columbia to impure into tho expediency < f establishing
a steam Fire Department, similar to that of Philadelphia.
TUK HAT! LB OK BALLS' BLCKS.IMPORTAKT D 8'TKMON OK TUB

WAR.
Mr. Rortok L. Cokkuko, (rep.) of N.Y.. rising to a questionof privilege, called attention to the fact that on these,

ennd day of the session a resolution was adopted with referenceto the battle of Halle' Bluff. The resolution pio
posed no investigation into any future lian.-actions whatever:it simpiy requested the Secretary of War to inform
the House w hether any steps have been taken to ascertainwho are respousilflc for tho disastrous affair at
oll)* 111..IT Tl.. ...I.lnf L. ....... 1..,11,...,...

General, who submitted it to the Commander-in-Chief.
Tlio Commander-in-Chiof, I am willing to believe, did not
read the resolution, because I did not imprto to any one

concerned any intention to tritio with the House or to roturuan evasive answer. If he did read it he entirely
misunderstood its point ard purport, fo- he expressed an
opinion to tile .V jutant Genera!.an opinion which that
ollicer repeated to I lis Secretary of War, and the
Secretary of War, in accordance with ueuge r.o
doubt, simply transmitted it to ns, and relets us
to it. Now, that in in no sense responsive, rot in tlio
remotest degree, to the resolution of the House. In
answer to a resolution, asking simply whether an investigationbail been had upon a particular point, the
Aiijctuni General reports that the Commander-in-Chief
of tlic army is of opinion that, un inquiry into the subject
of the resolution wo..id net in the future be compatible
with the public interest. If the answer had been that it
would be injurious to tho public service to inform the
House^chotlior any steps or proceedings had been taken
to ascertain who was to blame for the great disaster at
Hall's Bluff, that answer would be preposterous enough, \
and almost incredible, or so ap| ear to us. But yet it
would be an answer in terms, snd would lie responsive.
But here comes a communication, purporting to be an '
a: swer. which neither answers an interrogatory, nor in- '

forms the House of the opinion of anybody that it would
be iti.uii' us to the public interest to no so. l"h,s 1

answer, however, inadvertantly raises a vory 1

high question of privilege, wb ch the Honso ought to
consider, who set hero as representatives of the people,
because in our organism this is tlio only piui c to which
tho pocp'.e can appeal, and whose voice can h heard: and
among the most undeniable and sacred of their rights is
tho privilege of inquiring into their own affairs, and when
they do inquire they are entitled, if not to an answer, at.
least to have the servant f whom the inquiry was made
to say that, in his opinion, it was ill-timed or Inpirioue.
And unless we intend to be accomplices hero in trampling
iiism in'cgimai milts, i Submit that an instance of this
si rt ought not to b pa-rcil over. II' such a practice as
this be tolerated, the most boasted of our privileges will
languish, ami the most vital elements of the government
will decay; and, as in ordinary cases so in important
matters, we ought to watcn with jealousy the right
of inquiry. Rut this is no ordinary matter. 'I his resolutionrelates to u great national calamity. It relates to
an event which is believed to hsve been the most atrociousmilitary murder ever commuted iu our history as
a people. It relates to a lost field, to a disastrous battle,
to a humiliating triumph of rebellion. It relates to somethingmore than these. It relates to a blunder so gross
that all men can see it, and no man has so far dared to
ncny it or defend it. A bl inder whicb, besides position,
besides lime, besides defeat, besides the loss of arms and
munits ns of war, coal the lives of nine hundred and
thirty men,brave and loyal, the very pride and flower of
the states 110m whence they came. This resolution propose.out of respect for the memory of the lost,
out of sympathy to the multitude of mourners who
lament them, out of dolerenco to public propriety and
scil'-iesj ei t. that tbo nation should be informed whether
the cbi 'f military authorities had taken any note* whateverot that shameless and wholesale slaughter of the
brave sens of New York, Massachusetts and I'ennsylva
ma. It proposed that the nation should be informed that
some proceedings bad taken place.something open or
secret, formal or informal; if not all that military usage
requires. Boiuething to show that this terrible event had
beeirlnqulrod into. Now. sir. If for no other object than
of knowing whether that slaughter op the 21*Wtf October
last had been passed over as a mere ripple on the current
of events, in the uume of my pooplo I demand that those
whose business it is to answer shall ctanj up and
answer. We have now a committee to investigatethe conduct of the war. and if it be known
lliat the disaster of Balls' Bluff is to be the subject of a
resolution ol this House,good w.ll conic out ef it, and
witnesses wi'lcomo forward to testify to all thev know
In the matter. The House must be aware that the battle
of Hall's Hlntf, like many tlierr, line been made thosuhj-ct of an issrc between the reguia at my and the volunteers.Brigadier General Utone, v. ho was at the time the
commander of the division from which the detachments
came who fought the hatUe, or attempted to tight it. Ik an
officer of tho regular army Colonel Baker, to whom a

portion of the command after a certain hour was a- sign-
ed, was a volunteer. The friends *f these two officers
have indulged in murh angry controversy ay to who
should b ur the blame, and on the one side the
caqp has been eapooecd as If its appropriate
ntiiro was to fasten s«tne stigma on tho
volunteer ser\ ire. and to determine certain questions of
pieced' ace and merit between Wort point and the egulararray. It was stated that the friends of Colonel Baker
would move for an investigation, and that, having announcedtheir intention, they were told it would ho bat
ter not, for if they did that the friends of General Stone
wniid retaliate, and inckn it recoil upon Baker and da
mage his memory. I have no sympathy wtm this <ontroversy:I have no tiaticnce with ihoee who engaged in
it. so far as it has been made an oheUrle to the itivstigatinnI have no tol> ration with It, mo far as it haa been
need to retard this inquiry. which it sought by the friends
of one of those officers. The efloct of the knowledge or the
truth of tho uffair upon either of tUne officers ongnt not
to weigh a feather against thut vetIptiion. S tppoi e
the revelation which may come to light should dim'ho
glory which now hallows the memory of the deceased
H nau.r is that a reason in a grsat national question
why this investigation should to unahen up, and in this
restart falsify the truth histo-y> Suppose. on tlie
other hand, that this Brigadier of the regular army,
acting tu rank of a Major General. commanding a divtsionm thouaend* of youi b avem-o, charged with their
safety, their honor and thrif lives- suppose, I say, that
siah General is a martinet, and not a soldier, and
that, lie is deficient In smdie-shlp and loyalty, ,s
that a reason why we should allow Ibis investif",tlonto la throttled? Shall we proclaim Indulgence'and immuniiy though the rovrintkij.a that may lie
made slcaild soil the gliMmog plumage or" the
highest offiier in Ihe republic? No. Whoever Is
rcnpevietbe for the disasters of that bloody ard fatal Held,
and tor tho murder there ootnmf ted, u[*«i that, person
the Illume should rest. If the lamented Tinker is guilty.
It was a giweroi.s fault, and grievously bus he anawercd
It. If Stone dkl it.he bears a weight of guilt greater
far than any man nas hitherto attained amorgst us.
What .i the pr. aonal at* or jwTsoeel fame of u d"7ou
(.a. erals In eomnaV jon with 'ho reserratton nod sufctv
o( our great army now standing in the flold f With mix
htndltil thousand men. more than any man we have
amongst them know* what to «lo with; with sixty-three
thousand cavalry, although ore war# told in .'ulv lust that
*i> wanted ncue. ami now mow* than ceir general, ( an find
a plurefor.with tbia va-t force we haw hemi for six
months hammed in hare. The Capitol of rbo country la In
A beleagi.red State. With tha form wo now and again
make an advance, hut a-- often aa we do we arn met a id
outnumhared hjr superior lor. oe,and each time met with
Ignominious defeat. Tliia aUic of things is owing to
barlmrnus ttrgilgn ce or ignorance, and It hahcoves ua to
investigate the mutte of all thl«. and to hold the forties
respoMtble for it up to public, odium. If we cannot havo
Indemnity for the paat, in the name of humanity let us
haxe ecnrtt) ler tba future. If wa are te preserve our
milltwy pi. ailgv. ami to hold intnr t military prmclplas,
let us Investigate this mallei but II not, let us IntroduceI: to the army tho prim :pl so' dimoi ratlc election,
and let it ha left to tin vote of ilia army vvliat officers
ihev will otiey. I*l us look at lite battle of
Itali a Bluff, In order to aec»nalo whether these
who manage 1 It, evrelwcd that tare ami caution wht. h
Is renewed fiolu the captain ot a ship, the engineer who
t uns mi engine en the railroad, or t 'e matter of a steamer.On the gist, ul October leal. Iseenbi rg. in tho Stale of
Virginia, was occupied by the inscrg nt: with a I ce of
roe e si* thousand men. At the sometime pooh sville.in
Mary Intel, was omcpicd by a Prion forte. This latter
jostwasthe head'iuartera of Pilgadu r (Jcneral Stone.
Between the two p is Ihero flow ul a aw ,ft and swollen
river, with an lalmtd in the channel nearer to the Marylandside, tin the I*c-hurg aide of the rlvir, und
wptiiu a tiay'am ireh of I'at plaee, lay (ier.ee«i jtefnil,

rnrn oiu of flfl 'Ou r'C'mer.t, an t who omtld at ar. v
mom'nt r.vcb with woven tltouaanu n u. Now t ,e

uu. r is, whan JaMtbburg was to be j tacked, (oat in* |
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duty ahould sot have been aligned to tho division
of (Jen. llcCail, who lay with acompetent force on the
same side or the river, and why it should have been entrustedto Stone, who had not only a river to cross, but
actually two rivers, before be oould make the attack. The
inquiry aa to this blunder, if only even stimulated by curiosity, would uot be unnatural at a time like thia. Now,
one possessing the slightest smattering of military knowledgecannot tail to observe that the river, unbridgedand
unrentable, is one of the most formidable and perilous
obstacles to a military advance, if at timca not wholly
impracticable. If ordinary sources of information are to
be relied on, nothing la to be so much dreaded
and shunned at any cost as the passage, in face
of the enemy, of an unbridgod and unfordable si ream,
and wiien attempted under these c ircumstanccs It requires
not only mean* of transportation to throw ever a force to
ihe attack, but sufficient means to bring it back in securityaud expeditiously in case of a repulse. In this
case two rivers sccnied to have been considored by our

commanding officers as very slight obstacles to their
plans of attack.so slight, indeed, that the divisions lying
on tho lighting side of tho river were not brought into
requisition ut all, not even lor the purpose of drfending
the crossing and landing, or even to cover the tumultuous
retreat. No; but the whole expedition, with all its apparentdangers, wns left to the trans-Pub ni 'c division of
Rtone. lhe crossing of tho river, with their means of
transportation, occupied four days. Ibe crossing and
ianding places had to be selected. Tho crossing
place selected was one of the most remarkable
things in itself, as .1 was confessedly the most dangerous
that could be selected. The lauding place was a high

u«j,m[.reuwii 11-1-1 oi.i u|.i auuim.ionuii.uai,
ud surmounted by a bluff of one hundred and flfty Feet,

lite region around was thickly timbered. Within tweivo
miles of tho pressing was u'snw mill, lnentcd within ft
hull'mile of the river itself, lietwoen the rivor and railrtad beyond ran a cauul, while all uround there was an
ubundaiice of timber, round, square and sawed. We all
know to what this timber micht, with little trouble, have
been put. when we recollect the material which compiscd
General Raker's division.among whom were plenty of
men who could repair and sail a ship, and build and run
u locomotive engine. Hut this timber wan
not ihe only means of transportation within tho
reach of our General on that occasion. On
the canal of w Inch I speak, and whit h was so contiguous
to tiro river, there floated a large number of baits of
considerable tonnage.so large a number that in u day
and a night boats enough fur transportation might bavo
been procured to convey with safety and expedition all
the troops and war munitions needeJ lor the expedition.
Not only this, but indeod at convenient distatues tliore
were facilities adapted and intended lor the transfer of
the boats from the-canal to tho river. Not withstanding
nil this,and notwithstanding Hint Washington was only
thirty six miles distant by canal, and notwithstanding
that timber and bonis wore in abundance, not one of
those rosonrcos were brought into requisition. No
atten. pi wus made to throw over pontoons, no
sufficient rafts prepared, and not a boat taken
i n in the many idle uii the canal, with llio
miserable exception to which I will refor. Two
weeks before the Alst an order had been given to constructlive boats and two scows at Edwards' Kerry,on a
point of the river four miles below. Three of those boats
were broofht from Edwards' Kerry to this fatal crissing
place. Two of them were us d in the channel between
tl' Maryland shore and the island, und one was used betweenthe island and the hlufl',and in the channel beyond
was une single row boat. Those fusr boats, two ia either
channel,constituted the whoio means of transportation
provided for the oxpedltlon. These boats have been

.1 e... u-i: mT l.. w» tiil.-i.r, ar.nn nainc l.i Iniii-ri mi.

cisely what they were. They were slight bouts. made of
hemlock, the slufl" not' being more than ne
and ii half Inches thick and about twenty feet
in length, and of corresponding width. Tltcy had no
oars, nor were there any means of impelling them. The
way the brave men were transferred to tho fatal shore on
the other side was by pushing off the boat, or scow,
uhove ibe point of landing, and allowing it to drift down
the stream, a stnglo pole directing it to the desired
point. 1 h: so boats were each capable of conveying a
half company .about thirty-iive men, the average tinio re

quireJ to reach the island being three quarters of au hour,
leaving the isiand to ho travel aed and the other channel
to ho crossed. Tho House wi il have somo idea of the rapidityof transportation, and will be prefared to do malicetu the lamented Baker, who is no more, when they
call to mind that long before he had command of the expedition,Col. Iievtu was ordered, tho night before, to
i-rote over four companies of tho Massachusetts Fifteenth.
This the officer in question commenced to do at twoo'clock
id thwmorning, and it was sunrise before he could take
up his line of inarch, showing that tinwards of
iu liour was necessary for the throwing over
i company from tbo Maryland shore to Hull's Muff,
taker received orders at I wo o'clock in tho morning, and
mn>edlately commenced his progress without a wharf
to laud at or a re;si < r hawser to stretch ucross the river
;ohasten their crossing. Neither rope, hawser or axe
lind been provided. Such woro the combination of lr:»unstaiu:esagainst huu, that it viui not till eleven
o'clock iliat tliey began to cross. Then tho rebel Ore
:otnmenced the slaughter of the detachment first landed,ami the boats on their side began to pull to the island
with tho bleeding and the slain, end the hospital then
began to fill with the dying and the dead. But Rtill the
crossing went on, till seven thousand five hundred men,
locating to Stone, were thrown over. But of these not
more than eighteen hundred Jvor saw the Held. They had
lo climb the mi d of the bluff, dragging their dismounted
cannon after them, before they could reach the field,
which they could not but siipj* se would open to lh:*ma
rair fight if not a scne of victory. But this difficult
scent led them to no field of fair or equal war. but to a

slaughter pen.to a mere trap, to a horrible (iolgoha.
I"he tiosition of tho euemy was screened from view or
aim In- » thick irroivtb of timber, and to this burial

(round, «s tbo boat it one by one brought tliem over,
went up the devoted and doomed, treading those trucks
to tbe lion's den. all pointing in one direction and showingno returning footprints. Behind them rolled the
rirrr. deep and broad,and which they were never to repitsB.Before them, and now sui rounding them
on every Bide, glared their skulking and
sheltered 'foe. Into the deadly trap they went,
loo few to romaiu and too many to come
back. If there had been more of them they might have
held their position, and disi-enred with menus for crossingthe river. If fewer, they might bavo created in the
imhls; but there lielng seventeen hundred, there wiis

nothing for tbem but to stay and perish. Kobly did Ihey
fulfil-their destioy. Their desperate stubboriuiess, their
calm front, their heroic courage, served only to gUd with
tints of glory the bloody picture of their murder. Their
movements had been stealtbl'y watched frcm tbe first.
The feast of ileath had been prepared for them, and tbe
number desired to he present and partake of it had been
calculated. When that doomed number had been drifted
»vcr the t>l"ody revelry began. In an hour,or less than
in hour, ttao deadly fire of unseen foes hedged them in
rm every side, aud they melted away before
it The tight wnslost before it had began. It was a
mere sacrifice of nrave mon. From the (list there was
not the slightest hopeef escape or promise of victory. It
was only a woedcr tbst soy escajied. The charge and
daring of the Light Brigade dcs<Tibed by the poet Is
alone applicable to the devoted heroism of these men on
the fatal lield of Ball's Bind There was

Cannon to the right of them,
Cannon to the lett of tliem,
Cannon In front of them,

Into the Jaws of hell rushed the sis bundrsd.
Those who did not die on the field were forred down the
steep bank of the river, aud here, to save their arms
from falling into the bands of the enemy, they threw
them into the stream', and many, alas, how many.sought
and found a watery grave. The lsst act of this terrible
tragedy and gross blunder, if uot the saddest,
was the most sickening and appalling of them
ul'. The miserable flat boat on returning to the island

Iue«>. u ill,>h, II,. ...I ...l »,-
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Hie quick and the de'id were huddled together in one
itrnggling, mangled nmw, and ail went d<>wn together
Into that doleful river, never ttgain to rise. I.eushurg waa
Illuminated that night.lli dninatud by parricides and
ri bole, and aiiotbor foul laurel was added to ihose of Bull
run, lug Itothcl, ti.e blockade of the Potomac, and the
nm c surrender of our navy yards and niogariDoe. Such
a an the battle of Hull's Bluff. Such it stands t day on
the page of history. The stales whose eoidtera most so.
n-rrly sntfered in it. must be namod.New York, Maasu
tliuwUs and Pennsylvania. In tho name of the brave
ind lamonted men who fell lhaV day, out of regard for
lie living arid the dead, out of regard for I
ihe great interests to be alfarled by an
investigation, 1 think all the circumstances connected
with tho planning and execution of the battle ought to be
bought te light. 1 hope they will be. ] ho|« the com-
uiitlec appointed t" investigate into the conduct of the
ivar wiil not overlook the buttle. I hopo no iipologh* and <

[to private interests will dis«eade from an invneilgatlon I
nto It, by mi> statements that the rereiat kias of the <

shole truth will he detrimental to the public service, 1
omefrom wliat quarter that statement may. I de not t
hmk tliet. after the publication of the report of tho t
tdjutarit (ieneral, in reference to tlie division of General f

lemont, the publication << anything can Ih> injurious to
n.ybody. In any court of Justice, at least according to
he weil settled principles of equity and Justice, <
lie military authorities, who oppiwe this investiga
inn and the publication of Die facia, would bo stopped
rum sotting tlieir vote against it. At ull event* the
fou.-e will be sale in rentl'aitng the authors,and h >l<lltig i
i|i to pubUi view, too. (he authors of I It* grcaWt nation- i
il calamity and disgrace which has yet boon talked of in t
lath snd published In the streets of Asknlrn. I want it <
o be distinctly undeistond thai I push this matter cn |
ho attention "f thn lions* snil tho country on several 1
mints.. ai h of w hich call loudly for explanatK n, if an f
explanation can bo offered. In the first pin e, ih dlvl- t
don of General Mct'all was on thn same side of th- river t
with I.eesburg, within a few bonis'march, snd vet was I
iot employed in the attack, but another dirt
lion was selected, lying on the opjmnite i
ids of the Totomac. Secondly, the crossing place selected t
was one it tho worst and most dangerous Hint could have t
men found. Third, thoie was a want of transportation, f
nsnmuch that means of rrr».-ing absolutely iiidispcu**- f
»le were wholly unprovided, although thoy might have t
eon easily procured. Fourth, tho number of troop* sent t
ivor to hall's Bluff was wholly tnaulllrlont, and this f

hough inoro than the needed number were close at ban I. ^
'ifth.no reinforrements rea« bed f'olono' Baker,altho 'gh, (
wide from the command of General MrCnll, there ware" c
r«i|e and artillery on both sides of the river within four i
n les of the field of battle. All theso grounds of censure r
nay he nxplain&hle ; )f so, |t is but Just to the living and t
he dead that an opportunity should he itffbnled. If they t
ire not susceptible of explanation, for higher reasons t
nuulrles ought not to slumber. t
Mr.f "ssi «fiofl>re la preamble,reciting tl e resolution

loretofore adopted and the response, cenriudlng with a
c-oliilinn that the answer to it is neither responsive nor I
-atjsfftctory to the House, end that the fecrcUvy of War
ji> directed to return a further answer.
Mr.ltp (opp.) of III., Inquired whether this r

was a question (if privilege. I
llie bnviK submitted Hie question to the llouso, r

which decided that it was 1
Mr. KwtiARnsos, In opposing the resolution, said this

was not a matter nf proper Inquiry hup II Uiern Is one
.< ml more prominent than another on which thn C" try
ngr< e I, it is ili.H th' c who fir.ug! t, and fell with Genea)Baker displayed as moth courage and gallantry as I

ui\o ever tie. ii displayed ( n thisc ntlnenl. But Uie <* i
bines ought not to ho Inggi d In lime, suppose t
ic body living ,« found to be In fault, what will yo do
v i*t. h tiit risen1 s him In bun mentthfr* Is ib.it the i
say yon conduct the war? Worn <ttii!" something to

p o|*r d< .i 'move of the govor m ot. Ihe uieu
srho hat* committed blunder* and acted fum errors oi i

Judgment will not hereafter be entrusted with important
command*, ir dead, w* should cart no obloquy on their
ashes or disgrace their memory. The time has come
when there tfiwid be a movement. Tho troope ought to
be drilled and prepared with this view. «»entlemen of
the army, somewhere or another, knew quite sa much
aoout military aQaire as any member of this House. The
House should do nothing below us dignity. This was hot
the proper place to.investigate battles. He was opjoeed
to the whole reaoMdion. It was a subject with which
they had nothing to<go, and the sooner they stopped the
proceedings, as now proposed, the batter fur the country.

Mr. Kdwabus, (rep.) of k. H., did not see that what
Mr. t'bnkiin had said implied any censure on the Getiei aiin-Ohief.If the latter supposed it would be detrimental
to the public interests to answer the resolution it was
proper for liitu to say so. He regretted that there existeda disposition here to deprecate the posjtion of the
General-in-Chief. For himself be folt wo must place ia
liim the most implicit confidence if we would come out of
th s conflict with potior. General Mct'leiian was charge 1
with aii immense lesponsibility, and surrounded by so
much treachery that he can scarcely whisper his plans.
We shou'dstrengthen, his hands and cheer his heart in
View of these facts.
Mr.Chhyemiin, (Union) of Ky., contended that the

House has no pow r under the constitution to inquire
int matters purely military. The army is under tuo
command of the f resident, who is responsible for its
operations. To interlere with this, therefore,
would be an attempt to extend our civil
jurisdiction. Kven if we bad tlie right to
make such an inquiry, did not public policy
forbid it? Could war bo successfully conducted on such
a'principle? The gentleman from New York (Mr. Conkling)hud given an animated picture of the scones of tlie
battle, and spoke of tho killed, wounded and dyiug. The
g -ntieman had given a clear description of tlie buttle tor
tho purpose of showing that there was u want of skill in
its management. However our feelings may be aroused
or affected, let us be careful not to allow such feelings to
lend us into improper m usures If there wie a want of
skill and tideliiy, what wus the remedy? Was it to he
exercised by the civil jurisdiction and power? If faults
have h en committed tin y are to bo examined into and
punished by tiio military tribunals. By pursuing the
emu se now pro|>oscu we taito the subject out ot the hands
of thosesuppcsod to bo inconi|ietent. Was tins wise?
Such an inquiry mjvr would load to future similar embarrassments.The effect would bo to disavow our
enure ariny. He believed that tho whole country
has conlidenco in General McClellan. We ha 1
belter weaken our army than weaken conlidencoin the Goneral-iu Chief. An army 01 hires l"d
on bv a lion is mure to b dreaded than an armv of Hons
led on by a hare.
Mr. Conklino further explained the object and purpose

of his resolution, replying to Mr. Crittenden.
Mr. Vaixandu.ium, (opp.f of Ohio, said, that if the

original resolution, us provided lor by the ruies of the
House, adopted forty years ago, and in better times, had
directed the Secretary of War to rejiort the iniormation
required, ho wouid have voted for the resoluli >n now
P"iiding. But it expressly let t it to the Secretary to say
whether the public interests Justified furnishing the mat
ter called for or not, and it was now too late to obiect that
he I.nu exercised the dlscietton left to him. uihertviBe
ho (Mr. Vallandigham) would have voted for the resolution.as he was ne of those who believed in the right of
Cougiees to enforce the responsibility upon all ill heads
01 departments. He thought the power ought
never to ho surrendered, and would at ail times
maintain the subordination of the military to
tbo civil authority. The British Parliament* has
cxerclsod the tight of inquiry into ti.o conduct or
the Crlmtan war. But horc the Secretary of War had
only exercised a discretion allowed to him by the House,
and it was now too late to complain of it.
Mr. Lovsioy, (rep.) of 111., entered his protest against

tho pnuciplo enunciated by tlie gentleman from Kentuckyhaving always behoved the military should be
subordinate to the civil power. Tho regular military
officers are more In the way of an advance than any
other class. Wo are waiting in the fruitless hojio that
the rebe.lion will put itself down. Tho idea is if we
don't hurt anybody the rebels will return to their allegiance.The fe..r in which we stand of injuring the twin
relic of barbarism paralyzes the whole a: my. 1 ho reason
w hy we are not success!ill is that we stau lir.o.e an

W.» ,» lint Inu, tn tlio l.iMn.lii!, c f i ,u.

t ee oiid truth, and tlwsr of human o-iuaity.namely,
liberty throughout all lands, and to all the iunabiiunts

tboreof."
Mr. Wktkiiitic, (I'nion) of Ky.. called Mr. Lovojoy's attentionto the resolution passed by the House in librarylast, declaring 'hut neither ttiofoleral govorrmetit

or the people of the North have the right or purpose to
Interfere w ith or Icgi.-late on the subject of slavery in tho
iouili. This was voled for by Owen Lovcjoy. Are you
h<- man? (Lau> htcr.l
Mr. L)\kioy ro.-p inaed,"I am the man," and continnnhis reniarits, lie said he believed the peopl were Uerrai'teilt-i carry on the witrin such a way ns t > put

1 wn t ie rebellion in flie speediest manner. He b id no
io bt tlul the g vurninent will grucelully yield to the
stpular sent inent. H: repeated. we nave no ricnt in
ituu of peace to inter.ere with slavery in th States.
A'hen that resolution was passed, for which he voted, all
the Slates were loyal and luid not broken out in rebelion.
Mr. Richariison.Had not the Star of tho West boon

Irod intof (Voices on the republican side.'-No,"
' no.'")
Mr. I.ovrjoy (resuming) asked Mr. WieklifTe whether

le p. eierred the perpetuation of slavery, rather than the
Union?
Mr. Vickliftb replied that he was for preserving the

I'nioti under tho lonstituti' o, regarding its obligations
rnposed on every citizen. Stale and section. He was
tot for violating the constitution when it was not easen
is to the sate?y of the I'nion. He would preserve the
institution cf slnvery under tho constitution by the principledeclared by the House, and voted for by Mr. Iziveoyand other representatives, and also declared in the
inaugural address of th" President and in the latter two
nessages. If Iheoo principles are carried out be had do
'ear.-; for the Union aud the Institution of eluvery.
Mr. Loviioy as8&d If the ship meat be saved by tho

Growing overboard of a portion of the crew, which would
the gentle man prefer ?
Mi.Wukijssk rescinded:."I would prefer throwing

Ihe abolition lata overboard."
Mr. Liovvor said that was tantamount to saying the

p utloman preferred the Union going overboard rather
than slavery. As for himself be was for preserving
Ihe Union aud constitution with the great ob ect for
which they were established.namely, with treojom. He
demanded, In the name of Cod and justice, that slavery
shall not stand in the way of our success and triumph.
In illustration of hit remarks, ho caused to be read the
evenlh chapter of the llook of Joshua, showing that the
tbsence of prosperity and success was owlug to what
aaa designated the accursed thing.
Mr. Msixohv, (Union) of Ky., understood Mr. Ixivejoy

to say, so heavily is slavery weighing upon our army as
to render It impossible to achieve victories until slavery
is removed out of the wny. He had aup|ioaed that if
slavery was a curse, the responsibility of the rebellion
would rest 0:1 the South, and that the face of the Almightywould be tnrned against the South, if the theory
ol the gentleman was correct. Presuming he knew the
reeling of Kentucky, If we considered slavery standingin the way of the constitution we would
not hesitate to wipe out slavery. (Applause. 1 Rut wu
cannot regard slavery as Incompatible with tbe liberty
established by our forefathers. We want to preset to the
Uuniii, with all the rights to ail sections cool erred by the
constitution. He nskrd whether the gentlemen would
destroy the const itul ion to get rid of slavery?

Mr. IjOvbjoy replied thai he would not. He only declaredthat slavery must be destroyed rather than the
constitution and Union.

Mr. Di ss, (rep.) ol lud., as Mr. Lovqjoy had quoted
Joshua, referred the gentleman to the parable of tho
wheat anil taroe. The Saviour did not recommend the
lares Hi if! drawn out by the roots with tho wheat, hut
to wait patiently to the last (lay. Tho gentleman
from Illinois proposed radical measures, instead
of wailing for time to remedy the evil.
He would destroy the wheat and tares at tho same time
In his mod etlurts to carry out bis schemes, let the
gentleman conceal his | urpose as lio nmy. If It had
lieeu proclaimed at the commencement of tins war that
the object wui to overthrow slavery, instend of having
hand <>r John lirown's at the haal* of tba gentleman. He
thanked God that tlio geatlen.un wan not now likely to be
i member of the Cabinet.
Mr. Lovuoy.That'* not so certain. (I.aughter )
Mr. itt'.tK (reeumiugj Mid he bWi rod that by tlie war

"lavtry bad received its death bww. lie hoped this
ivas ao.
Mr. Iovejoy did not deny that he wanted to *e# slavery
rushed and ground to powder, hot liis argument wot:
lhat slavery should not aland in th# way of sura «- a to
iur army aad tLe preservation of the constitution and
UDton. He woe not. an charged, in favor of any such
icbemee. He never voted for any of tliem. He would
:ell tlio gentleman that llioao nix hundred thousand
loldlcr* wouhl not right tha battle of shivery.
Mr- item*.I did not say so.
Mr. I/jvejov.I iuppoau the gentleman meant that,

:onci«l it a8 he will, ilsn.ghter.)
Mr. !*rmvK.vs, (rep.) orl'a., said if they were to believe

n the horrible doctrine of Mr. Crlttemlrn it was nothing
ess than tliis, viz.That the IIoumo dare not inquire
it» the manner in which the war is conducted, sod
irhethcr there are many traitor* or not. Had it como to
.his that the House is a mere registrar of ex

cotIv#edicts,and is only to vote men and money? He
r<4c*tcd against inch a doctrine, it having no found*nnin the ionstltntion. It appears t at the border
Itates would rather see th" ronstit.itlon and I 'nlnn perish
lien see slavery perish. We had just given 21.000 man
Kuutccky to support slavery, ivhwn'd Ihe alternative

je a* to the destruction of the Unian or of slavery. !
Mr. Drirvsaid he did not exalt slavery above the con- I

dilution. He woyilii make no sacrlllce of |la> constitutor)to prraerve s itvery. He regarded tiia preservation
if the t'nion ur.d the perpeti atlon of our present form of
fovernruent as of lar more importation to him h Ids day,
mil to those wlio are to come ailer him, than the proser- <
atlon < f slavery Hut he did not believe this govern- <
Mot can be perpetuated tiy doclurlt.g tl.e emancipation
>f slavery as it* object. II so, (tie <>.<1 l'nio:i is toroeer 1

one. Wo may, huwover,.have a I'nion of tho froo 1
irate wfiich nmy,ln time, throw ifb badow ovor the
:< litinent; but ns to restoring the t'nl «i. a, it was this
vou'd he impossible. Ho was for malnta'tib tho a tlio
ity of this government. If slavery stand* the way of
ho pew and prosperity of the country, slavery must go
nit of the way. "I would," he remarked, "*i; lk« down
ivery Intereaf that opposes tho good of the c ntry. If
he could emtoii of the slave* of tillloyal enemies is neceswry,h t It bo done."
Mr. Hiaih. (rep.) of Mo., moved that the wholo subject

ie laul on tlm table.
Not agreed t".yeas 67, nays 77.
Mr. KtctiAHtwi noUbved an amendment to Mr. Conkling'iesolntlon. that the ."eerrtnry of War n e renoi t to the

be ?e. if i'"tiita'ib!o with th" p it 'i' lut-r. si». win ta
i j«i sibi" lor the deieat at Wilson s creek,u< ur Sju inglei.!,and Lexington.
I'li P eod to.49 against 81.
Mr tvnkio * r.-soluilon was adof' 7?ngalnat 04.

TlfK PFTlKlOlfS ON TIIK WISTKI V Mil 'tACT f ONTOAITS.
Mr. d i. in oilor. tl a rv- n, h »» ado led,

clit.g ih" I ho t:y to lirplire
piilis pedieney of providing by It wh rinaki g final

i- of tho Hoard f« in i.-«:otu is now oi ved
n dr< » tip -nfeaefs' » >« u.j »it. of the op< aliona

W t in Military itepartin t. *

'tro'UAkT 'k r.NTAt. TAKtrr nti.
?ii.< tut* .-'. d n. d obtained lea r< ( n*t'«joUtt

o .it .a t. <| .mi ,i oty ol the decent aot hop'-in.g duliea

II e

on toa, coffee and sugar. Ho aaid tbla waa nweaaery, I
owing to the coiiKlraoiiou given lo that act by the Secre- <

tary of the Treasury. It in ua follows:.
JSe it remtved by tke Smote "ml Hoaw RtprmmtaUtu, :.
That the Secretary of ibe Treaaury be and ia herofif authurl/.rdand dim-led to pcrniilgiHida warehoused at the data

of I lie passage of an a t to increase tbe dutiea ou lea, coffee
and auger, approved December 2b, 1861, to be withdrawn on
payment of tne dutiea iuiiOS-d by the eot entitled "An act
to provide lor an increase on the revenue from iiuporta to
l>uy tbe internal on the public debt and lor other purposes,"
approved August 6, 1861, and to refund any esceas of dutiea
above those Imposed by the aaid Iaft mentioned act which '

may hate been collected on such good* already withdrawn,
any luwa or paru of lawa to the contrary notwithstanding.
The resolution waa passed and the House adjourned.

THE DEPARTURE OF MASON AND 8LIDELL.
The Embarkation or the Rebel Envoy*
on Board the Starlight.Slldell in Mo
Hurry to Leave.Bfaaon Very NenroeeKustls'Opinion or the State or Affairs.TheWay the Party were Receivedon Board the Rinaldo.The ButlerExpedition, At-., AcornBOSTON COKRKSPONDBNCI.

Bostok, Jan. 6, 1862.
Tie steamtug Starlight, which was chartered by the /

government to convey Messrs. Maaon and Sltdell, with
their Secretaries, Messrs. Kustis and McFarlane, from
Fort Warren to tho British gunboat Kinaldo, left Frofriniftinivnot two nVlnrlr thia mnrniiKr. and uri'ivtttf hOff)

at seven o'clock', making the trip in Ore hours. From

Captain Baker, oue of her owners, 1 gathered tho follow

ing particulars:.
lj»st Tuesday evening Commodore Hudson, of tho

Charlestown Navy Yard, and Mr. Webster, special agent
of tho government for the transfer of the rebel Commissioners,called on Messrs. Kolsom k Baker and chartered
the Starlight for the alleged p ir|ioso of bringing up prison
ers who were to be exchanged for Union priaoubi s in the
South. /
Tho next morning (Wednesday), in accordance with .

ordure, tho .Starlight arrived ut the Navy Yard at seven

o'clock. Commodore Htid.-on and Mr. Webster, with
eight marines, were waiting, and in a few minutes all of
tho party but the Commodore were on their way te Fort
AV.irrt-n, where they arrived at a quarter after eight.
Orders woro sent to the fort for the prisoners- to proceed
at once on board the Starlight. In a short time all bnt Mr /'
Slidell were ready. He, to show his Indifference, insistedon taking bis time and delaying the boat as much as

possible.
Mr. Webster finally became so indignant "at burronduct

that he declared he would bring him off just as be was.

At cloven o'clock A. M Mr. Sl» ell had finished bis preparations,and, accompanied by Col. niminick, the lour

prisons: b walked down the pier to tho boat. There was

not the slightest demonstration. The garrison were ail
on parade at tho time, bnt with no relation to tho departureof ilie rebel gnosis. On parting with Col. Dimmickthe rebels merely si ook hands with him, and
thanked liim for his attentions during tncir stay, utms .

hotol All four, though probably glad to bo released from

coiillueinent, appeared to be sorry that tliey were 1101 to »

sulfor martyrdom for the sake of involving our country
i:i a war with England.

Mr. Mason and Mr. McKarlaue were evidently in good *'

spirits, though Mason was very nervous, trembling excessively.Ho was very anxious to know what tiio people
of Boston said of his arrest and release, and must have
been somewhat chagrined to be answered that-they cared
very little about it. Siidoll and Eastis were moody and
out of tomper, though E'-stis conversed freely, asking
qucstious about the condition of our people and the ©torts
of the administration to suppress the rebellion. He declaredthat unless the federal arms achieved important
victories beforo April, that the European governments
would recognise the confederacy and raise the blbekuue.
He also staled that money was plenty in New Orleans,
there being,according to his assertion, fifteen millions
in specio there. He was evidently astonished to learn
that the poor people of tho North wero still some removes

ft em starvation. Mr. Mason and Mr. MeK.u lauo asked
Mr. Webster a great many questions concerning tho operationsof the federal government, but if they obtained
much information from his polite hut adroit answers,
they Are cleverer than moot men.

Tho party dined in tho little cabin of the Starlight, and
to sootho their perturbed feelings, the Captain of the boat
draped the back of tho cabin with the Stars oud Stripes.
Tho Captain says they seemed to prefer the atmosphereofthe wheel house to that of the cabin, and loft the latter
pl.ico as speedily as possible. Captain Bakor says Slidell
looked as though he had been on a good old toot for a

wrok. In Justice to tho crafty Louisianian, let me re- <

mark that he had been sick for a week. He wu vary sea

sick on tho trip to Provincetown. If the nauaoa had only
r. ached his treason, secession would have been the rage
among the tinny tribe in Mas* icli.isetis Bay.
Nothing whatever of interest occurred on tho trip. At. '

half-put four o'clock Wednesday afternoon, the Starlight,
arrived at Provincetown harbor, and hailing the Rinaldo j, ^
was told to come alongside. Sho did so, and Mr. Wobster
stepped aboard the gunboat and naked tho Captain if he<
had orders to receive the Guntuisdiunera and their Secretaries.He replied that he had, whereupon Mr. Webster
returned to the Starlight and hade his guests good-by.
They immediately stepped on board the Rinaldo. Therewasno reception whatever of them, other than what *

would be accorded to any ordinary traveller, not so much
as a tile of marines to present arms to them.
The Rinaldo at once got under way, and at six o'clock

she had left the harbor of Provlnretown. The wtnd blew
a hurricane all night, but as it blew offtbe shore sbe
probably did not suffer much from the galo. It im
thought*by many that the Hinaldo proceeded to Halifax
to intercept tho America from Now York on Wednesday r
but as there is no news f her arrival at that point tt in «
quite as likely that ahe lias gone to I Iverpoel. Tho RinaldoIs described an oeing a very inferior vessel, with a
bow like a mudscow. Sho was very dirty, and our lateguaetsore not likely to enjoy a very plcmant voyage in
her.
The whole affair was conducted in a manner calculated

to entirely destroy any idea of self importance which theOommishtoners may have indulged lu. While to onr peopletha manner of "the transfer must have been exceedinglygratif) ing, to the prisi-uers themselves and their
assumed government, it must he viewed as ignominious
and contemptuous .n the exti cme.
The Rinaldo arrived at Provincetown at six o'clock on

the morning of the day o: her departure with the rebels,
and created an intenaeexcitcnient nu.< rig tho inhabitants
ofl'apoCod. As tbey knew nothing of her objector missionihey indulged all sorts of conjectures, tho most generallyaccepted being that she was te blockade that
port. They were greatly relieved when they saw ber
d-part with nana emissaries, ami prnyeu mosi lervounv
that thune gentlemen might s. eedl'jr pr-aeut their credentialsto Mr. lkvld Jon-*. who U oopularly supposed to
represent King Neptune at the bottom «>t bis domln.on.
The tug''"ul Starlight, wbub has irtayed a prominent

part in this |<ego of our nati rial history, la owned by
Messrs. Kolsom * Baker. Slie is nearly new, having been
built only eight months ng in 'hlladslphio. .-lie is made /
of Iron, is of eighty t'>ns burthen, draws only sixioetof
water, and ia good for Often mile* an hour. Owing to
the galo that has boon blowing 'or several daya,ehowaa
unable to leave Pmvincetown until this morning.
Mr. Webster and the marines returned to Boston the

next day after the departure of the Riuaido, by at ago and
rail.
Thus enda a passage in the record of onr rebellion, In

which our government has Jemenst-ated Its greatest
strength.the conlldei co of the |>e<>ple.and in which,
also, tlie assertion that we are ruled by a mob is most
nil'ectually refuted. Here, in Boston, everybody is satisfledwith the settlement of the dlfi.celty, and it Is now
only alluded to as a matter ef the past and oi no Interest.
The steamship Constitution ia expected to leave here for

Ship Island this altcrnomi. The troope of (leu. Butler's
division on board are comfortable, b"t very anxious lobe ,
on their war to their destination. It will he gratifying to
those who liave friends and relatives I11 iho expodition to
learn that the Sanitary Hemru sston has made arrange- I
nu-iiis to extend the henetlts of their humane a»«u<'i*ti<in
to the soldiers of the New nrknd division at ship
Island. I)r.Rlslce,a regular physician, of Wnlpole. N,
H.. accompanies the <*|pediti»in, and remains at ship
Island as the agent of the-ktiit.nr.v t'ommisniun. He ban
already furnished the sink in ih li s ttal with little dsllrnciesthat are ever grateful to the sick or wounded sol- '

iter
The ship Idaho lies near the Constitution in the stream.

-he Is freighting for Ship Island, and has arrangements
'or tranajioi'ling several hunuied tn ops.

City Intelligence.
District ArroRjtKV'a tbTK s.Mr. District Attorney A '

3aklv Hall has boon a,.plying liie n-w brocm to his
)lllre most thoroughly. Not only lws lie npp<>in'"d twc
lew associates, but a new net of clerks. Yesterday Mr.
Hall inude hie dcluit in the Court of fcsalons iu In- <>(B:ialoapaclty, and began business In moat determined
nanner. In opening a case to the jury he alluded brief- «

y to hie once more appearing ae public prosecutor. nnd t
einarked that he very deelcedly preferred the position ,

>f prosecuting crltnlnmle than that of defending them '

dr Orlando I,. Stowarl nnd (liarlee F. Whitehead have
een appointed Assistant District At;orneye. It la needemtuMv that these gentlemen have b en (elected by
dr. Mali for their undouhtod ability to perform lite duties
)f that olllco.
Finn i« Wssr ForRTKaxTit PTumtr .Shortly after twelve

I'clock on Monday morning a fire was discovered ,n the *

Tinrch of Annunciation, No. 110 West Fourteenth street,
K>v. S. Heabury rector. The fire orl Inated in the front
lart of the rhurch, around the register of the 1s t air
'urnnca. The (laines wro extingiilrdied hetore tliey e*
.ended into the body of tho church, but not, however
mill the building waa dammed to the extent of abuut J
13,000; fully Insured.

niRCBLI<ANROi;k.
IU) TITK NEBVOliH OF HOTII SKXt -V RI.Tll'F.D M
J elercymen having be n restored lo hi.il'h In a P days,
iltermsojr years ol ; Ntnriun « suffering, willing 1)
« ! to'here by sand iii treatise on lliff tneanti.f
wM-1 ue. Oucci Hi. it'v. >!. l) ikiuhI, lot Fuilvu street,
Biuchij u.


